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Introduction

There are three main articles published which gieils of the Manor of Ampthill,
ref.1-3. These articles give a wealth of informatiegarding the site but appear to
have misinterpreted the data in some areas. Fon@ean ref.1 the author mistakenly
places the lodge associated with Bryan or BryathénLittle Park whereas it appears
more likely from ref.7 that the lodgings of the gee of the Great Park, Bryan, were
on the main site and that a new lodge was beinlj &ud later extended in a New
Park. Ref.3 also suggests the New Park is theeLRthrk whereas the information
derived from refs. 5-8 clearly distinguishes thseparate parks i.e. the Great Park, the
Little Park and the New Park.

Refs 2 and 3 give details of the plans held atikldtivhich are recognised to be those
of the buildings in the Great Park at Ampthill eird567. Both authors give the
probable orientation as being with the Well-houserton the north side.

This report examines the evidence for the oriemagiresented in these publications
and other information obtained including that freome of the accounts of reparation
works at Ampthill.

Evidence
The quotations which may give us a clue are :-

1. “Memorandum that on the 5th of January 1443, inestain "withdrawing room
(camera retractu), namely in the great and prin¢iphamber within the manor or
castle of Ampthill of the diocese of Lincoln in theest window of the said
withdrawing room," John Geest citizen of Londonileixéd the testament of the noble
lord” ref.4

2. “Mending of leads over the great tower standing lua west side of the Marior
ref.8 p.23

3. “ It apperith by the este wyndow in the chapelle ywitthe castelle of Anthille that
he (Sir John Cornwall) married yn a noble bldadf.2 p.205

4. “laying of a hollow sluice over the south side ofgki privy kitchehref.7 p.28

5. “mending of eight doors in the lodgings on the east north side of bass court
ref.7 p.27

6. “At the same time tilers were busy ripping and irgdilthe roofs of the great hall
and all the lodgings on the south and east sidethe@finner court, while plasterers
were repairing broken places on the north and eadés of the base courtref. 3
p.41

With these extracts in mind we can now look at ke shown in ref. 3., figure 1.
This is a copy of the plan held in the archive atfidld House and has been identified
as being the circa 1567 plot of the buildings ia @reat Park at Ampthill.
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Figure 1. Plan of Ampthill House circa 1567

Regarding quotation 1, the location of the origiwé@hdrawing room... the great and
principal chambetis difficult to establish with the only guide beittge ground floor
plan of 1567 drawn some 124 years after the wil wead. The only large rooms on
the ground floor with windows appear to be in thimgvalongside the well-house
court. If one of these rooms was the withdrawingmothen it would place the
wellhouse court on the east side of the site. Hawéwe great stairwell may have led
to large chambers with windows on the first flooni@h might indicate a different

orientation.



Regarding quotation 2, there are no towers as sholwn on the above plan so if
Leland is correct in writing in 1538 “four or fiviaire towers of stone in the inner
warde, beside the basse-courte” one must assumsedferring to stairwell towers of

which there are several including one very large, approximately 13 feet by 10
feet, Figure 2. If this is the “great tower” refed to in the accounts as being on the
west side of the manor then the orientation iseeithith the wellhouse court to the

north or to the west.

i

Figure 2. Large stairwell, possibly the great tower the west side referred to in
accounts.

Regarding quotation 3, in the proposed works onl&&¥ plan, the chapel, according
to Colvin, is shown near to this stairwell. Figdre

Figure 3. Site of chapel according to Colvin shawproposed works

The chapel is not very well defined but it is difflt to see how an east window can fit
with either of the orientations derived from theégt tower”. However it is worth



noting that on the actual drawings in the Hatfi@lidhive there are no named rooms. If
Colvin is correct in identifying the chapel therethrientation most likely to provide
the east window is with the wellhouse court ongbath side or less likely on the east
side.

Regarding quotation 4, the privy kitchen is notnigieed on the plan so the sluice
being on the south side is of no help.

Regarding quotation 5, the bass court is shown auitly two sides. If it only had two
sides then for these to be the east and north #idesrientation must be with the
wellhouse court on the north side.

Assuming quotation 6 to be correctly worded itaasonable to assume that the great
hall was not on the south or east side of the inpart. Only two orientations are then
possible one with the wellhouse court to the wesiich puts the bass court to the
north, or more likely the other orientation withkettvellhouse court to the north once
again.

Additional Evidence

On the 1567 plans there are two overlays showinggsals for new buildings in and
around the wellhouse court. It is significant thia¢ overlays, Fig.4, which show
extensive building works, do not propose any buogdioutside the wall of the
wellhouse court apart from two jaques and an eatestairwell. There must be a good
reason for this. Could it be that the wellhousercaas on the north side and almost
abutting the edge of the scarp slope?
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Figure 4. The original plan of the wellhouse cowuig and the proposed rebuilding
of that area showing the ground floor and firsbfloNote the position of the well is
respected in the proposals.



Circa 1603 John Thorpe prepared a plan entitled g Old House enlarged per J
Thorpe” which is held in the archives at the Sind&oane’s Museum. The only part
of Thorpe’s plan that roughly coincides with the6I5lan is the side which has two
stairwells in the inner court and two protrusiomstbe outer wall, probably jaques.
See figures 5 and 6. On the opposite wing of THerpan one can see written in
front of a proposed loggia with a first floor gaile‘a very steep hill hear”. If the
coincidence of the two plans is correct then thagild agree again with an orientation
in which the wellhouse court is on the north side.
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Figure 6. Part of the plan at Hatfield showing parftthe Old House still there in 1567.

There is much to be said in favour of the orieotatvith the wellhouse court to the
north. It would place the main king's apartmentsrig south to get the full benefit of
the sun. Only two things make one query this oaom. Firstly the presumed chapel
seems to be set with no east window. Secondly #leappears to be sited towards
the edge of the scarp slope. Whether this is siendiégpends on how far back the
building was set from the steep slope and how deepvell was. In the accounts we
have two records of the weight of the rope usetiengreat well, ref.7, p.25 and ref.8,
p.27. It appears to be 69 Ibs or thereabouts. & assumes a rope of weight of 2
ounces per foot this would give a length of abdd® feet. If it was twice as heavy
then the length becomes about 250 feet. It appeass indeed a great well and thus
could have been to the north side.



Conclusion

There appears to be a lot of evidence supportiagdise for the wellhouse court to be
on the north side of the building. Geophysics penfed on the site by the Ampthill
and District Archaeological and Local History Sagigielded at least two possible
locations for the building complex. Ref. 9. Theesis very complex having been
occupied in various ways since at least th® déntury. Only excavation could give a
definite answer.
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